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BRIEF MENTION 475 

Robison, Henky B. Syntax of the Participle in the Apostolic Fathers. Chi- 
cago: The University of Chicago Press, 1013. 45 pages. $0. 50 net. 
This study, covering the writings of the Apostolic Fathers that appear in the 
editio minor of Gebhart-Harnack-Zahn, gives a complete classification of the parti- 
ciples modeled on the categories of Burton's Syntax of the Moods and Tenses of the New 
Testament. More exact comparison with New Testament usage was made possible 
by the use of data obtained from unpublished investigations of Professor H. F. Allen. 
In general the Apostolic Fathers follow closely the New Testament usage. The most 
striking divergence is in the increased use of the perfect participle in the Apostolic 
Fathers, who have 16 per cent of perfects and 25 per cent of aorists compared with 9 
per cent of perfects and 35 per cent of aorists in the New Testament. Further study, 
however, would probably show that this large percentage of perfects is due in large 
measure to the repeated use of certain perfect passive participles that are used to 
designate the believer and the non-believer, and that the encroachment of the perfect 
on the field of the aorist is not so great as Robison's statistics would seem to indicate. 
In general it is to be observed that any adequate description of syntactical phenomena 
must take into account vocabulary as well as forms. Under the category of the aorist 
participle of coincident action Robison gives references to twenty-four instances where 
the principal verb is in the present tense. This apparent divergence from classical 
usage largely disappears when it is noted that twenty-two of these instances are repeti- 
tions of the formula diro(cpi0ets \(ya where the presence of the aorist participle is due 
to its use in the earlier formula ivoxpiBels etire. The future participle has practically 
disappeared, there being only four in a total of 3,100. The negative ofi persists in 
twenty instances as compared with 139 instances of the use of M with the participle. 

Fonck, Leopoldo. / miracoli del Signore net Santo Vangelo spiegati esegeti- 
camente e praticatnente. Volume I, "I miracoli nella natura." Roma: 
Pontificio Instituto Biblico, 1914. xxviii+644 pages. L. 4.50. 
Dr. Fonck published at Innsbruck in 1903 the substance of his lectures of that 
year in the Catholic theological faculty at the University of Innsbruck. A second 
German edition followed in 1907, and now the Papal Biblical Institute, of which Fonck 
is rector, publishes an Italian translation. The volume forms part of a complete 
treatment of the gospels under the general title of Christus, Lux Mundi, part of which 
is as yet unwritten. The author is a Jesuit and a scholar; he knows the enormous 
literature of this time, ancient and modern, with remarkable completeness, citing 
Holtzmann, Weiss, and Pfleiderer with a freedom foreign to most Protestant scholars 
when referring to Catholic commentators. Yet of course San Tommaso di Aquino 
has spoken the final word. Miracles have a necessary place in the supernatural dis- 
pensation of grace, and given the freedom and omnipotence of God over against the 
weakness and dependence of man, they are antecedently credible. Nor have they 
ceased in the church; miraculous cures at Lourdes and other shrines, or the liquefaction 
of the blood of St. Januarius at Naples serve to illustrate the "serie immensa di 
miracoli tangibili e manifest!," which demonstrates the continuity of the divine 
activity. 

Yet despite the foreordained conclusions, this book is one of the most useful trea- 
tises on miracles which we possess. As a collection of materials it has great value. 
Its bibliographies are unusually complete; its patristic citations are most serviceable; 



